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Peruvian visitor fires up kitchen

Kayla August
Issue date: 10/19/07 Section: MNews
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Students who wentured to the Qrleans Roam far lunch Oct 10 were treatad to
samething new along with their usual salads, wraps and pizza. Surrounded by
Feruvian flags and a colorfully decorated service area, a man with a thick accent and
white chefs hat dished out exotic offerings to the curious, adwenturaus or just plain
hungry.

Chef Juan Carlos Barzala visited Lovala a5 & participant in the Glabal Chef Pragram,
a kitchen exchange program that brings wisiting chefs and their native cuisines to
caollege campuses around the warld.

"I feel at home here," Barzola said. "The food is a little spicy and a little sweet like we
have in Peru.”

Feruvian cuisine is a blend of Amerindian and Spanish food, with influences from
African, Arab, Halian and Japanese cooking. Barzala's expetience has placed him
behind the stoves of many prestigious restaurants, cruise ships and hotels, including
the W Marriott Hotel in Lima, Perd, where he is currently food production manager.
Despite his accomplishments, Barzala said he gained as much from Loyola's dining
staff as they gained fram him.

"l always learn. | learn every day from everybody" he said.

Barzala's kitchen cameo at Loyola followed a visitto neighboring Tulane University as
part of a 25-day tour that will take him to campuses across the United States.
Sponsared by food service campany Sodexha, the Global Chef Program has braught
Barzola to Greece, Spain and Italy.

After twa days in Mew Orleans, Barzala said he would like to return someday to do

less cooking and more eating. Barzola said Mew Qrleans is a"good city, fwith) good
hospitality, good people and great food."

Kayla August can be reached at kmaugust@ioyno.edu.
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